
 

Cost of being a ÒdisciplerÓ 
The candles flickered and waned as the small group sat 

together.  They were gathered to learn more about being a 
good disciple and how to disciple others.  Phillip, the 
discipler, had called them together.  Since electricity cuts are 
a normal part of life, sitting in the darkness was not a strange 
thing.  Some of the men might have had billions of 
Zimbabwe dollars in their pockets, yet it was money that 
could not even buy them a meal.  If they drank tea together, 
the water had to be boiled very carefully because cholera is 
sweeping the nation.  Over 30,000 people have contracted 
the disease, killing more than 1,700.   

This true story illustrates for all of us the principle that we 
find ways to do what we think is important.  In normal, and more so in difficult 
circumstances, we do what we consider to be important.  Some things we do are not 
enjoyable, but we still do them because we consider them important. 

Jesus told us to ÒGo and make disciples.Ó In the new year each of us, whether we 
live in the USA or Mozambique or South Africa, will have to decide if that command of 
Jesus is important enough to us that we will, through much prayer and seeking GodÕs 
direction, pay the cost, in time and effort, to accomplish that goal. 

In 2007, God showed us that teaching leaders to be disciplers was not enough.  
We needed to make our own disciples.  So, Janelle and I have begun giving ourselves to 
develop several disciples, plus praying that these disciples will form at least one house 
church in Tzaneen in 2009.  Also, God has given Allen the vision of coaching and 
mentoring two pastors and two leaders who have the discipling vision and will be 
producing their own discipleship chains.  Allen will also be encouraging the 
Mozambique team and coaching the Zambian and Zimbabwe leaders in their discipling. 

So, the challenge is to all of us.  What will each of us do with JesusÕ command to 
Ògo and make disciples of all nationsÓ?  It is my prayer that all of us, in prayer, will find 
GodÕs will for each one of us. 
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TRAGEDY STRUCK Ð 
PASTORÕS BACK INJURED 

Pastor Emmanuel Mwale was  
traveling on a rural road with the delivery of 
the donated corn for ZCF churches when 
the truck he was traveling in hit the side of 
a bridge.  His back was injured so severely 
that he needed an emergency operation to 
avoid being paralyzed.  The doctor refused 
to do the operation until $5,400 was in his 
hands, even  though EmmanuelÕs 
condition had deteriorated and he had lost 
any feeling in his legs.  AOM, in faith, 
sent the funds immediately for the 
operation, trusting that others would 
partner with us to help with EmmanuelÕs 
medical expenses.  With hundreds of 
people praying, praise God, the operation was a 
success and after several days he began to have feeling in his legs.  He 
now faces a long rehabilitation period. 

It was a joy working together with the Creekside Church in California and others 
to begin raising the funds to meet this crisis.  Any funds raised beyond EmmanuelÕs 
medical expenses will be used to purchase addition corn for future distribution and then 
repair the seriously damaged multi-ton truck of pastor Phillip Nyandoro. 

We thank everyone who has responded, in love, to assist the truly helpless. 

SIX TONS OF CORN FOR STARVING 
ZIMBABWE CHURCHES  

God blessed AOM with donations that 
enabled Zimbabwe Christian 
Fellowship to secure six tons of corn 
(maize) for their starving Christians. 
Reports of 230 million percent 
inflation, cholera outbreaks and 
widespread hunger and starvation 
prompted AOM to raise the funds to 
ease the misery of our brothers and 
sisters in 25 ZCF churches scattered 
in western Zimbabwe. The Averys 
helped to start these churches in 
the Ô80Õs and Ô90Õs. 
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This quote from Antoine de Saint-ExupŽry 
encapsulates AOMÕs desire to inspire the spawning 
of Disciple Making Movements (DMM) throughout 
Southern Africa. If we are to see thousands of house-
churches planted throughout Southern Africa by our 
African brethren, then we must cast a vision that is 
much bigger than anything they have seen or 
experienced thus far. The vision must be one they 

can believe in and run with, a vision that must come from the very heart of God. 
That is why Allen and Scott, along with three other brothers from the Limpopo 

Province of South Africa, traveled to Keystone, South Dakota. There, they attended a 
month long training on discipleship led by Richard Greene. While there, they were again 
inspired by the vision God had been birthing in all their hearts over the past several years. 

In January 2009, AOM will co-host a twelve-day discipleship training course led by 
Richard Greene in South Africa. AOM is bringing in some of its best leaders to attend. 
The team trained in Keystone will serve as coaches during the training, helping attendees 
to see the vision and formulate ministry strategies that will produce Disciple Making when 
they return home. In the months to come, we look forward to sharing the results with you. 

AOM Gets  Keystone Training ÒIf you want to build a 
ship, donÕt drum up the 

men to gather wood, 
divide the work and give 

orders. Instead, teach 
them to yearn for the 

vast and endless sea.Ó 
Antoine de Saint-ExupŽry  

A Special Christmas Program in Maxixe 
Christmas in Mozambique, while celebrated, is not a 

major holiday event like in the States. Most people here 
donÕt know what the true meaning of Christmas.  

The young people in Maxixe and the Fuentes decided 
to organize a special program on Dec. 24th to celebrate the 
real meaning of Christmas. Gustavo shared a message, then 
different groups each shared something, either songs or a 
small skit. Bernardo is an artist, and painted several pictures 
and then read a poem that went with the pictures. It was  
awonderful time of fellowship. 
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
The entire team and board want to wish each of you a Merry Christmas and a very Happy 

New Year.  It is wonderful to celebrate the birth of the Òdesire of the nationsÓ (Hag. 2:7) and to look 
forward to experiencing His all sufficiency in the coming new year.  He promised that He would not 
leave us and that He would meet our needs if we put His kingdom first.  The crashing stock market 
and economic downturns do not affect His promises.  So, Christmas and the New Year stands as 
heavenly beacons directing our eyes to look up to our heavenly Father and to trust Him for 
everything. 
God bless you all, 

Averys, HarrisÕ and Fuentes, 
plus the USA and South African Board members 

Gustavo and Beatriz Fuentes Return to the States  

 
AOM is saddened that the Fuentes have resigned from 

AOM and will be returning to the States. Their gifts of 
connecting with people and the level to which they have loved 
the Mozambicans have been an example and challenge to all of 
us. Their shoes will be hard to fill.  

During their almost two years in Mozambique, they 
have touched the lives of hundreds. People have not only heard 
the Good News of Jesus, but have seen the love of Jesus lived 
out in a real and tangible way through the FuenteÕs lives. For 
that service, not only is AOM very thankful, but we know God 
has been pleased as well.  

The Fuentes first moved to Africa in April of 2007 as 
missionary interns. Now they are returning to seek GodÕs will 
for them as they move on to a different phase in their lives and 
ministry. Please pray for them as they transition back to the US 
and as they seek out how to best use their gifts and talents 
wherever God leads them.  
 


