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Zimbabwe in State of Emergency:

I know that | have spoken many times of the very difficult times that all Zimbabweans are
experiencing. And so now | fear that you will think | am again “crying wolf.” But all that has
gone on before was leading to the state the country is in right now. These are a few of the
struggles the people are facing:

1.

The national elections for president and parliament took place 4 weeks ago. To date,
the results for the presidency have not been announced. The opposition knows they
won the presidency, and even when the government announced the parliamentary
results, the opposition had won. So the government is just sitting on the presidential
results and is busy overturning the parliamentary results to get themselves back into the
majority. Everyone seems to be in a state of limbo, just waiting to see what will happen.
Change has to come, but only God knows when it will come.

Inflation is now officially 200,000% a year. To do business is almost impossible, with
many firms and businesses already closed, and others going out of business.

Many rural people now use donkey carts Themba staff and volunteers
All teachers have gone on strike and schools are closed indefinitely. None of our
children are in school at present. The teachers have said they will not return to school
until Mugabe goes!!

Staple foodstuffs are unavailable in stores. Many are eating only one meal a day, and
on some days, some people are going without even that one.

So this is the struggle that the staff of Themba is facing in order to care and nurture our
children in the situation they face each day.



All Schools Are Closed:

| completely understand why the teachers are not in the schools. Many, many have left the
country, and those still working have gone on strike until Mugabe goes. The cost of
catching a bus to school consumes more than their entire salaries.

We are now into the second term of the school year (there are three in all), and the children
are simply sitting at home (even though the school fees are paid and the uniforms bought).
Even during the 3 months of the first term of the year, the children were only in school
about 1 month. And then, the numbers of teachers in the schools were too few to ensure
that proper learning took place.

During this month’s trip to Bulawayo, it broke my heart to see the children just sitting
outside their homes, milling around. Idleness is not at all good for the children.

Basic Food Stuffs Unavailable:

The last several times | have written, | have mentioned that basic foods were unavailable.

It was for that reason that we sourced them in the rural parts of the country, and also
imported food from South Africa. But now, with the elections hanging in the air for over 2
months, moving food on the highways and across borders is virtually impossible. (Food is
a tool that the ruling party uses to buy votes, and therefore is hypersensitive about anyone
moving food.) We have just been “sitting on our hands”, waiting for the elections to be over
so that we could begin food distribution again.

The elections are still hanging in the air and so we are unable to get food to the children. It
has been a terrible dilemma for the staff of Themba and for Allen and me. Seeing the
children hungry, but not being able to do anything about it.

God’s Grace Under the Circumstances:

We recognize that these are extra-ordinary times! This tension and trauma will pass. God
will lift the Zimbabwe people up and life will get better and sweeter. In the meantime, the
Staff of Themba have been absolutely marvelous in dealing with the daily grind of not being
able to source food, of seeing that the children are nurtured spiritually, of encouraging the
caregivers, and generally praising God through such hard times. | praise God for blessing
us and the children with such people who are filled with His grace and Spirit. Our job in
these crises times is to see that the children and caregivers are encouraged, both
spiritually and emotionally, and try to get food for the families so they survive. The schools
will open again, in God’s good time, and the children will begin to learn again. In the
meantime, it is our desire to lift them up and direct their eyes toward God, the source of all
encouragement!



Janelle with several caregivers

The most important way you can help now is to pray. | firmly believe that this is the
year God will bring change in Zimbabwe. We are now at the bottom, and by God’s grace,
we will carry on serving and caring for the children God has given into our care. But we
need you to pray!!

Girls’ Safe House

Preliminary plans have begun to buy and furnish a house for our girls who do not have safe
homes to live in. These plans are progressing, but, again, they are “on hold” until the
election trauma plays itself out. But, when the country returns to “relative” normal, we will
move quickly on this house. I'm excited to see what God will do for our sweet girls who
need a safe and nurturing home. (There are some of our boys that need a safe home too,
and as the house for girls progresses, we will see what God does for the boys!)

Other News:

1. New pictures of the children are being taken and processed for all you sponsors. Also,
updates on the children’s lives are almost ready to send to you. So, you can be
expecting them soon.

2. We are so sorry to announce that Nola Beevers unexpectedly passed away of renal
failure while we were in Bulawayo this month. She and her husband, Dave, were our
new members on the overseeing committee. Dave is the chairman and has blessed us
richly with his oversight in the few short months he has been on the committee. Nola
was a beautiful woman, filled with God’s grace, and we will miss her very much ! Pray
that God will comfort Dave during these hard days of transition.



God is Good, All the Time:

It doesn’t matter what trials we face, whether times are good or bad, one thing is always
true! God is good and he fills our lives with the blessin g of his presence. We are
able to face any situation when God is with us!

Many of our children have improved in their lives and in their school performances since
last year. Let me share with you one story that will both make you smile and make you cry

Little Simphiwe is a sweet 8-year-old girl . She is the youngest of three girls in the
family, she loves school and is a delight in the family. But both Simphiwe and her mother
have AIDS and are on ARV’s. Because of being ill so often, Simphiwe missed many days
of school last year. When it came time to take her end-of-year exams, she really wanted to
go to school and write the exams. So her mother tied her on her back and carried
Simphiwe to school on the day. When the results came out, not only had Simphiwe
passed, but she had done very well.

Simphiwe, her mother and her sisters, love God and love one another. God’s grace rests
upon them, and in spite of all the heartache in their lives, God’s presence with them is very
evident! We praise God for the beautiful little girl Simphiwe is, and for her wonderful
mother who loves her enough to carry her to school, even as her own health fails.

Simphiwe Mlotshwa

Please Pray:
When we were with the Staff this month, | asked them what they would ask you to pray for.

1. Good Governance - Surprisingly, all present asked that you pray for “good
governance. " This is not something we Americans think to pray for in our daily
lives, but this now affects every facet of life in Zimbabwe. So please pray that a
stable and responsible government will come to power.



2. The School System in General — All levels of the schools is affected by this crisis
and you were asked to pray that the schools might be built back to help the children.

3. The Children and Caregivers — The burdens are so heavy at this time. Pray that
God will deliver them, and that, by God’s grace, we will minister to them as He
guides and empowers us.

4. The Safe House for Girls — Pray that this will “come together” and that it will quickly
be a reality. Pray for the selection of the “Mother” and for the girls that will find a
home there.



